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LYMAN MUSEUM 
276 Haili Street   Hilo   96720 

 

PATRICIA  E.  SAIGO  PUBLIC  PROGRAM  SERIES 
 

Fall 2019  

 
 
Monday, October 14, 2019, 7:00-8:30 P.M. AND Tuesday, October 15, 2019, 3:00-4:30 P.M.  Uncovering the History of 

Shinmachi.  Every day in Hilo, locals and visitors gaze at the statue of Kamehameha, picnic in Wailoa State Park, and play 

soccer on the grass along Kamehameha Avenue.  Only a few may know that between 1913 and 1946, this green space between 

Hilo Iron Works and Bishop Street was Shinmachi, a thriving neighborhood of pioneering small business owners who beat the 

odds to establish such Hawai‘i Island mainstays as Hawaii Planing Mill, Atebara Potato Chips (ono!), S. Tokunaga Sports, Hilo 

Transportation, and Hilo Macaroni Factory (makers of the original Saloon Pilot Cracker).  The Hawaii Consolidated Railway 

helped maintain many business and family ties between Shinmachi and Hakalau to the north … but the tsunami of April 1, 1946 

disrupted these connections when it destroyed the mill at Hakalau Plantation and swept Shinmachi off the map.  Yet the 

memories, legacies, and spirit of this place live on in the tsunami survivors and Shinmachi descendants who still reside in our 

community.  Historian Heather Fryer gives us a very special presentation of Shinmachi history, stories, and photographs, 

highlighting the ways in which plantation values sustained these small business families through the nation’s Great Depression, 

World War II, and the destructive force of the tsunami, on two occasions:  Monday evening, October 14, and the following 

afternoon, October 15. 

 

Monday, November 4, 2019, 7:00-8:30 P.M. AND Tuesday, November 5, 2019, 3:00-4:30 P.M.  Confronting Change: The 

Conversion of Ka‘ahumanu.  Caught in a collision of cultures and facing the onslaught of relentless change, Hawaiian and 

missionary women confronted seminal events in 19th-century Hawai‘i which inextricably altered their lives—and the lives of 

others—forever.  Acclaimed playwright Victoria Nālani Kneubuhl created the poignant “The Conversion of Ka‘ahumanu” to 

interweave the stories of five women during one of the most difficult periods in Hawai‘i’s history.  The play has been produced 

in full and as readings in New York, Washington, D.C., and Edinburgh, Scotland.  Now the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo will 

mount its own full-scale production of this play in April 2020 … but you can enjoy a VIP preview with this dramatic reading 

directed by Jackie Pualani Johnson.  The five women include Lucy Thurston (Justina Mattos), Sybil Bingham (Barbara Moir), 

Ka‘ahumanu (Jackie Pualani Johnson), Hannah Grimes (Megan Mina), and Pali (Tyler Dela Cruz), with Victoria Nālani 

Kneubuhl reading stage directions. Don’t miss this moving portrayal, presented on two occasions:  Monday evening, November 

4, and the following afternoon, November 5. 

 

Monday, November 11, 2019, 7:00-8:30 P.M. AND Tuesday, November 12, 2019, 3:00-4:30 P.M.  Plastic Pollution: Stories 

of Recovery, Reduction, and Lessons Learned from Ka‘ū.  A mega-gyre of floating plastic estimated to be larger than Texas is 

annually carrying massive amounts of marine debris to Hawai‘i’s beaches and reefs.  From Ka Lae (South Point) and other 

Hawai‘i Island coastal areas, the Hawai‘i Wildlife Fund’s volunteers have removed more than 278 tons of plastic debris since 

2003 … but the debris continues to come ashore at an estimated 15-20 tons per year.  HWF’s Megan Lamson discusses this 

critical threat to our environment, and the vital role played by volunteers in combating it, on two occasions:  Monday evening, 

November 11, and the following afternoon, November 12. 

 

 

Admission to these wonderful programs is free to Museum members, and $3.00 for nonmembers.  Please 
support the Museum by becoming a member, and enjoy all Saigo Series programs, all year round, at no 
charge!  Seating is limited; first come, first seated.  ON MONDAY EVENINGS ONLY, additional parking is 
available next door at Hilo Union School, Kapiolani St. entrance; park, then walk through our green gate in the 
rock wall.  On Monday evenings, doors open at 6:30PM.  E komo mai! 


